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Pourtales, shrewdly suspecting that English pressure
explained Sazonov's evasive attitude, decided it was useless
to press further for a signed statement on general policy.
He therefore accepted with apparent grace and trust
Sazonov's suggestion that merely verbal promises sufficed
concerning general policy, and that the details of the Per-
sian question could be left to a written agreement. Sazonov
was much relieved in his mind at this.90
Accordingly, in the course of the next six months, a
Russo-German agreement on the Middle East was gradu-
ally worked out. The negotiations were delayed by Eng-
land's constant efforts to limit the entrance of German in-
fluence into Persia, and to secure control or participation
in the section of the railway from Bagdad down to the
Persian Gulf. There was also some recrimination over the
publication in the London Evening Times of the secret
draft treaty under discussion, the Russians and Germans
each suspecting the other of being responsible for the
"leak." But the Agadir Crisis caused Germany to make
concessions and the agreement was finally signed on August
19, 1911. Germany disclaimed economic concessions (rail-
ways, roads, navigation, and telegraphs) in the Russian
sphere in Persia; there were provisions for an eventual
Russian railway in Persia from Teheran to the western
border at Khanikin, and for linking this by a German
branch line to the Bagdad Railway; and most important fop
Germany—Russia would no longer place obstacles in the
way of the construction of the Bagdad Railway or in the
participation of foreign capital.91
The Potsdam conversations in no way troubled the soli-
darity of the Triple Alliance, because Germany had kept
90 G.P, XXVII, 875-883.
KKrcmyi Arkhiv, III (1923), 10-13; G.P., XXVII, 957f.; for the
negotiations, ibid., 905-963; Siebert-Schreiner, pp. 501-576; the Izvolski-
Sazonov correspondence, passim, in M.F.E., L.N., and Stieve; and Earle,
ch. x.

